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A CHRISIMAS GREETING.

The man who grumbles beeause Christ-
mas no longer seems the glorious season
that he knew when he was a boy isun-
reasonable. He does not complain be-
cause he ean no longer eat candy by the
pound and peanuts by the peck, or setile
business disputes with his fists, or play
“postoffice” or “blindman’s buff,” or kiss
any or all the desirable young women who
eross his path within the magic circie of
the mistletoe—vet they are part and par-
cel of that good old Christmas to which
he is prone 1o aliude with the regretful
declaration that it has gone never to re-
turn.

It is indeed an unhappy truth that a
man cannot be a boy again—the Autocrat
of the Breskfast Table illustrated the
futility of such retrogression with delight-
ful humor long ago. But Christmas may
be still a season of abounding joy to most
of us, accepted as it comes in the proces-
sion of tofl and trouble in which every
man must keepstep. A very good plan
for those of an elder age—and the
voung people mneed mno injunction
or adviee in the premises—is 10
seek to make Christmas joyful for some-
body else. Thisis a duty, associated by
sacred tradition with the day, but it hes
the advantage from the selfish point of
view of being plessant in its discharge.
The old Christmas we knew in childhood
may not come back to us, but we may get
a glimpse of it over the shoulders of those
for whom we re-erect it

Charivy needs no advoeate here, but for
its cousin, the habit of making Christmas
gifts, 2 werd or two may be said, for it is
sometimes attacked. Of course it may be
overdone, but very much more good than
harm comes of the gracions interchange
of tokens of goodwill at Christmas. The
exaggeration of the emblem into 4 monu-
ment of opulent lavshness is not desira-
bie, and it is not common, if for no other
reason than that millionaires even nowa-
days are comparatively scarce. Therels a
practical and national benefit from the
Christmas giving; it stimulates trade from
center to circumference, sets money in
virculation, gives work to thousands in
the middle of the season when poverty
and idlenessare most eruel, and works out
in deeds the grand messasze of Heaven
to Earth. This year Christmas finds us
cheerful with abundant eause, and it
should leave us thankful for the blessings
which Providence has showered upon the
nation, and this community in particular.
The dawn of another vear is rosily break-
ing already, and THE DispaTcH wishes its
readers a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year, with a belief as sincere as the
wish that both are assured.

THIS REPUBLIC IS GRATEFUL

The aphorism, too often accepted as a
fact, that republics are ungrateful, needs
revision. The gratitude of this Republic
bas been and still is being exemplified in
the most practicel manner. A glance at
the appropriations of nationsal revenue for
war pensions is all that is needed to con-
vinee any one of this. The liberal policy
of this country toward its faithful servanis
is thrown into strong relief every now and
then by the very different behavior of
monarchieal governments.

An example of the ingratitude of the
most enlightened monarchy in. the world
has just come to light in New York. Two
immigrants are now detained by the cus-
toms officers of the port because they are
penniless and manifestly liable to become
charges upon the country wherein they
may settle. They are both veterans of
the Crimean War and pensioners of the
British Government, and had commuted
their pensions for $475 and $1.000 respec-
tively on condition that they emigrate to
this connfry. The magey was to beé paid
to them at the British Consulate in New
York, and the objection that theyare
penniless is toa certain extent technical.

1t is plain that the objection is proper,
and that the attempt of the British Gov-
ernment to get rid of its obligations at our
expense ought fo be frustrated. Itisa
shameless and indecent piece of meanness
of which so great a nation as the British
chould never have been guilty. But it is
not the first time that England has shown
herself unwilling to take care of those
who have risked life and lost health or
limbs in her defense. Recently a survivor
of the famous Balaclava charge, one of
the immortal Six Hundred, was discovered
ina poorhouse, and it is notorious that
thie pensions England grants her disabled
soldiers and sailors are inadequate to keap
body and soul together.

it does no harm to conirast this coun-
try’sgenerous remembrance of her de-
fenders with the neglect and parsimony
that characterize many of the older na-
tions' dealings with their veterans.

HARTINGTON MADFE HAEWLESS,

The removal of Lord to the
House of Lords is a blow to the Conserva-
tive majority in the lower branch of Par-
liament. The stars in their courses seem
to fight for Gladstone and the Liberal
cause, Lord Hartington is not a states-
man of enormous magnitude, but he is a
corruscating snccess as compared with
the common run of Tory aristocrats who
play at serving the people. In the House
of Commons he was the most respected
and potential advocate of the Unionist
idea in the Tory ranks. He learnt all he
knows in the Liberal camp, and was, be-
fore he fell a victim to his aristocratic
tendencies and ties, a vailued leutenant of
the Grand Old Man himself. He succeeds
to obliteratlon as well as his
father's title, for more positive thinkers

the fight in the Commons is likely mere
than ever to end in a sweeping victory for
the Liberals in the country. ’

BEST AVAILABLE TESTIMONY.

The suggestion of the lawyers, thatasa
body they take a hand in the nomination
of future judges, is all right to the ex-
tent to which it may be found pessible to
operate it. There are nonein theﬂou_m-
munity so well prepared by experience
and personal knowledge to judge of the
qualifications of candidates for the bench.
Also, the united testimony and recom-
mendation of the bar would go farther
with the public in the choice of judges
than any opposing recommendation by a
political eonvention.

From another point of view recom-
mendations, or even nominations, by the
lawyers would have a greatly-to-be-desired
effect. It wonld influence the action of
the political parties so powerfully in the
best direction that candidates for the
bench having this testimony from their
eo-professionals would not need to run the
gauntlet of practical politics—the setting
up of delegates, the solicitation of sup-
port and the incurring of supposed obli-
gations fo the ward-workers and other
political influences.

But the difficulty in the case is the prac-
tical one of getting anything like wunani-
mous recommendations from the lawyers
themselves. It was Josh Billings, the
laughing philosopher, who made the pro-
found remark that there was “a good deal

of human nature in humanity.” The.

Blackstonian brethren are not wholly and
exempt from those personal preferences
prejudices which operate among laymen;
and the canvassing among them for and
against candidates would be quite as
earnest, perhaps as hot, as ontside. At the
same time, if they undertook the task of
naming the most desirable material for the
Bench, there iz no doubt they could, and,
we think, would, bring to its discharge a
kigher sense of responsibility and & keener
discernment than could be expected of an
ordinary political convention.

THE FARMER MAY BE MERRY,

The farmer in aimost every section of
this country ought to be in good humor to
celebrate Christmas. The enormous crops
of the year just closing have filled his
barns, his purse and his stomach, as they
have not been filled in years—so, too, his
heart should be filled with joy and grati-
tude. Just look at what the harvest has
been in ome or two staple crops. The
total wheat crop of the United States is
now sdjudged to be mnearly 600.000,000
bushels, and that represents in money,
conservatively estimated, £500,000,000,
while the corn crop, amounting to over
2,000,000,000 bushels, represents in money
over $830,000,000. In these twa crops
alone the farmers have made nearly $300,-
000,000 more than they did last year, and
there are the other cereals, oats, rye,
buckwheat, barley and large yields of
fruit, vezetables, eie., yet uncounted. Al-
together the farmer has much to be thank-
ful for. The failure of Europe’s crops has
also operated favorably upon the prices of
American farm products, and the proba-
bility that the new year will bring no
change but for the better is another cheer-
ful factor in the situation. The reduction
of duties by Germany and France, to-
gether with the sear city in the Old World
generally, means enlar gement of markets
for the disposal of America’s surpluscorn,
and consequently & maintenance of pres-
ent prices, if not an increase. So the
farmer has a merry Christmas m ade to his
order this year.

A BOOXN TO THE SOUTHSIDE.

When an architect designs a market
house he commonly aims low and hits
something in which utility is more promi-
nent than beauty. But the Southside
stands a good chance of gefting an excep-
tion to the rule. The market house Chief
Bigelow has chosen contains, he says, all
the modern improvements for the transac-
tion of market business that a tour of the
prineipal cities brought to light, and is at
the same time, as the readersof TEHE-
DispaTcH ecan judee for themselves, a
very handsome structure. It will be
easi ly the finest building, public or pri
vate, on the Southside, and a considerable
addition to the architectural treasures of
what may be termed the new Pitisburg.

Another unusual feature of the plans is
the moderate outlay they involve. Beauty
is apt to come high when a city buys it,
but the consignment in this case Is uncom-
monly cheap, on paper, snyhow. The
policy of equipping the city with build-
ings that ars ornamental as well as useful
deserves endorsement, and Mr. Bigelow
will find Southsiders appreciative, we do
not doubt, in this instance.

SINCERE SERMONS NEEDED.

The New York Tribums rebukes and
ridicules Mr. Cleveland for saying in a
recent speech that “one fills a place in our
citizenship unworthily who regards it
solely as vantage ground where he may fill
his purse and better his eondition.” Our
esteemed cotemporary thinks that Cleve-
land is mistaking words for things, and
dealing in cant phrases rather than real
beliefs, in thus defining an ideal cifizep-
ship. This indiciment rests upon Mr.
Cleveland’'s alliance with practical poli-
ticians in New York who are notoriously
and confessedly using their citizenship “to
fill their purses and better their condition,”
and for no other purpose.

If Cleveland is to be forbidden to preach
political purity and the elevation of eiti-
zenship on these grounds, such doctrines
cannot be expounded by any but the
remnant of statesmen who are in retire-
ment principally because they will not
form salliances with practical politicians.
In fact, there is no leader in
either party to-day who is not disqualified
for preaching in this- spirit by what the
Tribune would be glad to have people be-
lieve is Cleveland’s peculiar and besetting
hypocrisy. Practice and preaching are
wider apart in politics, as a rule, thanin
any other walk of life. More's the pity.

THE aote-Christmas weather bhas not been

storekespers,
may congratulate themselves that we have
been the fogs with which London has
been afflicted. In fact, with all the outery
about jog and smoke in this city our atmos-
phere is clear and clean compared with that

THE aceidents on the cable roads vester-
day show that more care must ba taken by
the public as well as by the gripmen. The

‘| practice of leaving horses and heavy ve-

hicles unsttended where they may rcadily
be braught into collision with street cars is
plainly too dangsrous to continue in these
days.

THE people who run the Louisiana lottery

ke in §38000,000 every yeur. OFf this 813

000 is profit. No wonder the fight waxes
warm down there.

REv, Dr. PHILIF SCHAFF says in the
Forum that “heresy trials seem to be an
andchronism.” Other people, somehow,
bave obtained the impression that they are
listle bot farces, in this age which allows the
largest religious Iiberty consistent with
pubtio order and peace.

Tae vetil liquor dealer says that he
doesn’t mind legal and honest competition,
‘but he does object to being knocked out with
& ¢lab,

Ir no imagination to see the
chagrin the faces of the Chicago people
will express when they discover, on the
first map ever made of the world dated 1494,
whioh will be loaned them by the Pope, that
Chiscago is not even mentioned.

THE best way to enjoy a Christmas din-
ner is to send & copy of it to some poor fain-
ily that has none.

EVERY other mgn on the streets to-day is
repeating the old adage A green Christmas
makes a Mt graveyard."” Although the
conntry is verdant, it does not necessarily
foliow that planting is to be done, especially
in the cemeteries.

Tax discussion of the kind of refresh-
ments to be offered to callers on New Year's
is now in order.

De. OLIvER WENDELL HOLAMES says that
“young biood ought to be heard.” This is
singular for he has been in a position to
know what A racket younz bloods make,
especially npon occasions when they ought
Bot to be hesrd. .

CHATRMAN CLARKSON wants Iowa pec-
ple to-drop prohibition, but they decline to
take s drop.

THE prepatation of the navy for possible
emergencies in Chilean waters does not
mean war, necessarily, but it means busi-
ness, and every American will applaud the
administration for transacting that business
briskly.

LeT your Christmas greetings be as warm
as the weather, but unlike it, seasonable!

OLp Santa Clans must have presented s
verydirty appesrance when he got through
his work last night, The soot in the chim-
neys was thick enough to have driven him
away entirely.

ETCHINGS OF NOTABLES.

Li HuxG CHANG, the Chinese YViceroy,
is recovering from his attack of influenza.

THE sttack of influenza from which the
King of Sweden is suffering, is of & severe
type.

SECRETARY FOSTER was 3o much better
yesterday that he wsas allowed to takea
short drive about the city.

Mg ANXD Mgs. CLEVELAND are to be
the guests of Mr. and Mrs, Pembroke Jans
in Wilmington this winter,

Mzs. HENRY VILLARD has presented to
Howard University in Washington a buss of
her lather, Willlam Lloyd Garrison.

IT has leaked out that Senstor Pefler has
been beard tb snore in & most viclent and
terrible manper. To reflect how in if-
cunt he has become probably make

' THE President has appointed William M.
Jenkins, of Arkansas City, Kan., a special
agent to meke allotments of lands in sev-
eralty to Indians, with compensation at the
rate of $8u day.

AT noon yesterday Bishop Dwenger was
resting comfortably st Fort Wayne, Ind
He is ocomsclous, but graduslly growing
weaker, and his physicians think he cuan
last but s duy or two more.

Mpr. WaITELAW REemD, the United
%:tes Minister to France, will be President

aot’s guest at a ahoo party, which is
to be ;lvgn to the mam!;‘:ga of the mglign
diplomutic corps, at Rambouaillet.

Tae office of assistant chief of the
Weather Bureau has been filled by the up-
pointment by Secretary Ruosk o Mr 8. 5
Rockwood chief clerk of the Department of
Agriculture. Mr. Henry Casson, privatesec-
retary to Secresary Eusk was uppointed
chief clerk.

THE Czarina bas decided to accompany
herson on his coming visit to Paris. She
will be conveyed to Breston the royal yaciit,
and will be escorted by several men-of-war.
Thenoe she will go direct to Paris, where she
will make a short stay prior to her visic to
Nice.

INMENSE IRON ORE DEPOSITS.

Over Fifty Million Tons of the Ore Found
Near Lake Superior.

Durvra, Mivx,, Dec. 24 —Particnlars of the
new iron finds on the Mesaba range, are just
beginning to come out and show that these
latest ore discoveries exceed anything yet
found in the entire Lake Superior region.
The new mining territory lies from 8 to
20 miles west of the line of the Daluth and
Iron Range Railroad at Mesaba. Last
August the work of development was be-
gun. Thirtcen test pits were sunk to the
depth of 60 feat, and a distance of 1,136 feet
north and south and that much eastand
west show a solid vein of rich hematite ove,
measuring by the length, breadth and wideth
of the vein at not lexs than 9,000,000 tons,

There is one 40 ncres of very nearly solid
iron known to be at least 53 feet deep. The
ore is of soft Bessemer, free from suiphur or
sllica, of dark color, and rooning 6l to 641
per cent pure iron. ens are shown
that are s0 soft or free from hard substances
that they can be whittled like soap. The
wvein is not vertical like thatof the Minne-
sota mine, bur horizontal. From nll ae-
counts the mines bheing developed indicate
a body of 50,000,000 tons of ore. The dis-
ecoveries fnsare the building of the Dulnth,
Mesaba and Northern Haillroad from the
mouth of the Artichoke river to the mines,
a distance of §4 miles and the contract calls
for its completion by Aungust | next.

AFPTER PLUNMB'S VACANT SEAT,

Oxeof the reasons for deploring the un-
timely death of Senntor Plumb is the pos-
sible resurrectibn of Ingalls that may result.
—Chicago Times,

ALREADY the cryis rafsed that Ingallsis

| oo unpopular” tosucceed Plumb. There

is no evidenoce to substantiste this assertion.
—New ¥ork Recorder.

Wao will succeed Piumb in the United
States Senate—Ingalls or Simpson? There
are Doungless possibilities in & fight be-
tween these two picturesque statesmen.—
Buffalo

1r is not likely that ex-Senator Ingalls
will be returned to the Senate from Kansas
to fili'the vacant place caused by the death
ot Senator Plumb. Sucha shing might once
bave happened.— Toiedo Blade.

Ixcarus will not got back to the Senute as
Plomb's successor. 1tis not so much that
the Allianceis “cownon him” as that he
showed signs of repentance and reformation
after being chastened by the Alliance.—St.
Louis Bepublic.

TEE ntment of 4 successor to Senator
Flumb will dévolve upon Governor Hamph-
rey. There isa possibility of the return of
ex-Sepator Ingalls to Washington, which
would be u mighty interesting event in poli-
tics,—Providotee Times.

Tar Governorof Kansas declines to con-
sider the merits of any of the candidates for
the late Senntor Plumb's seat until after the

obsegufes. . They cherish rather more' re-
spect for ¢he dead in Kansus thau they do

in Washington, tiie Senator's belong-

aim, has already been outlined in Tux Dis-
rarce. The purport of this paper is to call at-
tention to its practical application. The be-
ginning.of the movement in each locality
must be the work of those who have the
elevation of their community at heart, an‘!
the leisure to make personsl appeals to
benevolent people for their interest and
support. Not only must there be a lecturer,
but e must have a place in which to speak,
well located and sufficlently commodions
for the audience. The sort of audisnee
mostly desired 8 not the fashionable ele-
ment which would patronize it only for
amnsement, and who have time and Ieisnre
for their self-improvement, if they desire it;
the classes that the movement is really in-
tended for are those of our pubiic school
teachers, who desire some incentive toget
outof the rut that they so easily fall into:
for men and women who feel their short-
comings in the mental fleld and wonld like
to improve themseives, if they only knew
how to occupy their little Telsure to better
advantage: in short, forall who believe that
intellectual and spiritnal things are higher
and better than material, and want some
helpand direetion toward aequiring them.

Funds Muast Be Forthcoming,

—AvLL this cannot be done without the
aid of money; and there must be a local
committee to collect & guanrantee fund, to
get the use of an appropriate hall, to adver-
tise the movement, not only in the press,
but personally in the schools, the stores,
the workshops. XNot the least important
duty of this committee is the choleeofn
lecturer or lectorers and the themes to be
treated. In every community national
history and i fons shonld be tunzht:
then other topies, according to the taste
and employments of the people. Tt cannot
be too strongly emphasized that this move-
ment is Erlmnrhy intended for the eleva-
tion of the prople at laige, and not-for those
who bave time and money to secure culture
in the ordinnry ways. Accordingly it onghe
not to be expected that the movement will
Fuy for itsell; and if it is taken in hand by

ittsbnrg, us wo sincerely hope it will be,
let it be with the fden that the wealthy wili
pay for the instruction of the T, HOt how-
ever, by giving the lectures absolutely Iree,
but nt such a priee that the cost of a ticket
for the course will be within the means of
all. Let ench manufactnrer and each em-
ployer of labor do something to enable those
under him to acqnire some healthful knowl-
edge and receive the incentive to spend hia
leisure hours profitably. It will be bread
cast upon the waters,” which will surely
return, thongh it may be after mnn{ days.
Mr. John Morley has well said: “What we
see every dny with increasing elearness is
that not only the well bring of the many,
but the chances of the exceptional genius,
moral or intellectnal, in the giited few, are
highest in n society whera the average in-
terest, curiosity, enpacityv, are all highest.”
Let this be borne in mind by those who
have any means to spare, and they will ses
that in belping others to rise in the intel-
lectual senle they are indeed improving their
own surroundin. 8, jost as wmoch ns when
they plant flowers and tend the grass plat
in front of their own doors.

P 1 Infl Important.

—Ix a previous article the work of the
“plass" was spoken of and its importance
bhinted at. Here also the committee can do
most important work, in using personal in-
finence with men and women and thus en-
couraging them to studyand acenstom them-
selves to express their idess, both in con-
versation during the class and by preparing
written papers on spme topic connected
with the eourse of lectures. The zenerality
of peorla bave no idea how much more in-
teresting & subject becomes when they are
abls to expound it to another:and the reflax
action thereof is most valuable for the one
attempting it. Then, too. the committes
can be of great service in getting together
the best books on the snbject of the lecture
conrse, and calling attertion to them, loan-
ing them to interested individuals, or hav-
ing them open for refeTence at stated times
to ail comers, In E;:igllud many reading
clibs have lieen form in connection with
University Extension, and in them the sub-
Ject of a lecture course continued to be
studied over summerand nntil 4 new course
was deiivered in the antumn. There is no
doubt as to the value of such work; und the
local comymittes ecan, by furthering it, be-
come a real power for good in the commu-

nity.

The Ameriean Society is now preparing &
plan for the issuing of graded certiflcates for
work done in connection with University
Extension, and hope to have the recognition
of leading colleges as to their value. There
will thus he added the incentive ol ambition
to the desire of gaining culture, as these cer-
tifieates will doubtless prove an object of de-
sire, just as the diploms of onr h School
or the Weatern University is an object of

ride to him who has won it by hard and

onest work. The closing daysof the pres-
ent month wre expected to witnessn great
gutherinf of university men in Philadel-
plhiia, all interested in the work of University
Extension. Five handred delagates from all
parts of the Union and from Canada will
probably assemble, and the work receive
such a recoznition and indorsement as to in-
sure a t broadening in its fleld of activ-
ity in the near future.

This Is s Splendid Fileld.

—ALLEGHEXY CouxTy is wealthy and
energeticand has a vast working populs-
tion, many members of which would gladly
embrace an opportunity for self-help in the
aoquisition of healthful knowledze. The
Academy of Science and Art, the Carnegie
Library of Allegheny, the Western Univer-
sity, the High Schools of both citles, all
would be good centers for the spreadof a
higher knowledge ana could become cen-
ters of new power and good in the com-
munity. The churches, with their already
existing organizations for charity, couid
lend a helping hand and doa work that
would be elinrity of the truest kindifor what
charity can be better than helping men and
women toward a more useful,becanse better
lifs? A republic, of all forms of govern-
ment, has most need of intelligence in its
people, and one of the noblest fruits of pa-
triotism wonld be to help aiong the intel-
lectual enlightenment of those about us.
Every one can’do something, and by the zid
of muny hands the work will be lighter for
each. “What wecan ¢o,"” =aid the anthor
above quoted, “is by diligently using onr
own minds and Jdilizently sceking to extend
our own opportunities to others, to help to
swell that common tide on the loree and the
set of whose currents depends the pros
perons voyaging of humanity.”

Tae DISPATCH bronght this matter of
University Extension ore the ocom-
maumity, and it remains for our progressive
citizens to take the matter in hand and
organize centers for the instruction of our
people. We have able men in our midst,
who have already done much to popularize
knowledge among us, and have in many
enses wiven their timeand knowledge gmatis,
But the time bas come when such instrne-
tion should be systematized: and when the
workers should recetve the rewnrd of their
labors. Brain work is paid little enough at
best among us; and it is asking too much to
expect men hard work and Hitle pay, to
give the best prodoct of their brams for
nothing, We trost that the communisy will
show a decided love of p and an
appreciation of higher things, Ey inaugurat-
ing and carrving on this movement, which
is capable of dotag so much for the improve-
ment of our sister eities,

The Americun Society for the Extension
of Unisersity Teaching has on hond a large
numher of syllabl of courses ol lectures
which they are prepared to offer. The office
of the society is i Chestnnt street, Phila.
delphin;: and those desiring information can
address its Secretary, Mr. George Heuder-
son there.

cium-. Temperancs Sanitariom,

Cs10AGO, Dec. 24—A sanitarium for the
cure of she liquor, opium_and tolacco
habits was opened by the Women's Chris-
E:n Temperance fa this cily to-

y-

FISHING AT BEAVER.
One morning when spring was In her teens—
A morn to a poet’s wishing,
All tinted 1n delicate pinks and greens—
Miss Jessie and [ weat fishing.

1, in m¥ rough and easy clothes,
With my face at the sunshilne’s merey;
Ebe with hier hat tipped down 1o ber nose,
And her nose tpped—vice versa.

1, with my rod, my rcel and my books,
Amnd & hamper for lunching recesses;

Bhe, with the bait of her comely looks,
And the selneof her golden (resses.

So we sat down on the sunny dyke,
‘Where the white pond Ulles tester;

And I went to fishing 'ke qualnt, old Tke,
And she Hke Slmon Peter,

All the morn I lay In the light of her eyes,
And dreamily watched and walted.

But the fish were cunning and would not rise,

‘The bag was &s fist as a founder,

I

¥ew Yorx, Dec. 4.—The big French steam-
ship Chatean Lafite arrived in port yester-
day with enough wines and brandies In her
hold to make nll New York as tightasa
brick and keep her in a mellow condition
nntil New Year’'s. Her cargo was the larz-
est of its kind which ever remched thisor

+ Very Kindly Remembered—Eelgn of
ths 'w of m.
DURING the week Manager E. J. MeCul-
lough, of the Dunguesns Theater, has been
harassed by fears of a strike or some con.
spiracy against him among the emoloyes of
the th .  Their conferences

any other American port. Wine merch

had baen awaitine anxiounsly the arrival of
the Chatean Lafite in order to replenish
their stock for the holidays. She was dus
five days ngo.

When she was reportad yesterday all pos-
sible preparstions were wade to get her
"mmﬂm: g; the c:g;.nmig and health :md m
as quickly as possible. Tnzs were sent down
to'!-nm-.z v, The consignees interceded
with the port officers, nnd by noon the Cha-
tean Lafite was in tow anr _making for her
dock asquickly as the puffing tugs could
move her. The work of dise ng her
carzo was continued all Iast nicht, and s
fresh gang of stevedores will be put to work
this morning. The ecargo consists of 5,000
ecases of fine wines, ineinding cham es,
130 barrels of brandy, 40 years old: 333 barrels
of olarat and port wines of the vintare of
1860 and 1870 respectively, three immense
casks of gluret wine of a later vintage, each
cask containing 1000 gallons, and 443 cases
of brandies, There are, besides, hundreds
;fbsrrl:sls of ;.:hmper wines ana cases of

rencg E

THE MEXICAN FAMINE

Not a Drop of Ealn Has Fallen Since
Early Last Spring.

8r. Louts, Dec. 2.—Mr. L. T. Woods, form-
erly of this eity, but who has been in busi-
ness in Mexico for the past three years, isin
the city. He comes from Fallfllo, in the
State of Coahuila, which is about the center
of the drought nnd famine district The
business in which e has been engagzed has
taken him all throngh the Coahuila district
on horsehack, and hie says that no idea of
the suffering of the poor people cin be
snined nnlesa one were to travel through
the country and ses for himself.

“Little can be learned in the cities along
the railronds,” said he, “for there are no
ne pers of nny wnu?uenee published
there, and the tendency of the few is rather
to disznise than give the whole lacts. Be-
sides, they have no adequate means of n-
ing necurate knowledge of the renl condition
of affairs. The drought set in two years
ago, and there has not been viin enongh
sinea to wet the ground. There hins not
a drvop of rain fallen there since last May,
and then it w{ls herdly enough to dampen

the g d n q two

sive ¢ have failed. The cattle have
nearly all died or become diseased, and are
unfit for meat. Corn, which is the only
other thing that the poor people can get at
all, has gone up to a price nlmost bevond
their reach. and ther condition is as bad as
it can poasibly be.”

THE NEW PACIFIC CABLE

The Completion of the Survey by the United
States Steamer Tbatross,

Howorviy, Dec. 24.—The Charleston ar-
rived December 5 from Yokohama, Japan.
She experienced unusually rough weather
for the first ten days of the trip. Allare
well, Her destination is notmade public
as she 1is nnder secret orders re-
ceived while in Yokohama, but it is rumored
that she goes direct to Acapuleo, Mexico, to
coal, and await orders, should her prosence
be nesder further south.

The United States Fish Commission
steamer Albatross arriveid here November

24 from San Francisco, having completed a

line of soundings for the new submarine
cable which will connect the islands with
the United States. The greatest depth ob-
served was 3,784 fathoma, equal to a little
more than four miles, about miles east of
the island of Oahu. After conling and tak-
ing on board the ronnding wire just arrived
from San Francisco, the Albatross will re-
turn _to the coast, ranning a line of sound-
ings from the islands to Monterey, Cal,, di-
rect.

WASHINGTON PERSONALS.

WasnixgToN, D. C., Dec. 24 —Secre-
tary Elkins made a short visit to the Presl-
dent this morning, and then went to the
War Department, accompanied by Secretary
Blaine, where the oath of office wus admin-
istered to him by Chief Clerk Tweedale, He
spent & few hours receiving offlcials, and
Jert the eoity on an afternoon train for
Elkins, W. Va., where he will spend Christ-
mas with his family. It is understood that
he will not enter actively on the discharge
of his new duties until after New Year's
Day, although he will probably return to
Washington Lefore then.

REPRESENTATIVE WRIGHT, of Pennsyl-
vania, who is confined to his residence by
an attack of the grip, is reported to be
slightly better to-day. Congressman Mills'
health continnes to im Speaker
Crisp remained in his room to-day, and
denl%d. hiinself to all callers. He needs rest
badly, and is quite sick, although not dan-
gerously so.

THE delegation of Blackfoot Indians
which is visiting this city was given a re
ion by tie President this afe

THERE were few signs of life at the Capi-
tol to-duy. Two or three Senators spentan

hour or twoin the forenoon in. their com
mittes rooms, and uvenrﬁapmenmﬁvu

writing at their desks barely the
fese appearance of the hall of the
Honse. As a resalt of Mr. Springer'a

thoughtfulness the employes ut the Caplitol
of December

received the puy for the month
to-day, and the ority were excused from
duty in order to afford them opportunity to
buy their Chrisimas presents. Most of the
Senators and Representatives have left
Washington for their homes,and there is no
probability that committee work wiil be
undertaken during the holiday vecess.

ME. CRISP'S COMMITTEES.

TeE Spenker's committes list is ont, and
now look out for squalls.—Philadelphia In-
quirer.

Tue committees, as a whole, are fairly well
made up. The Spenker has disregarded pre-
cedent in making the assignments and the
House in its organization reflects his own
ideas.—New York Herald.

GEoGRATHICALLY considered, the Speaker
has made a very falr distribution, and in as-
signing the strongest men to the most im-
portant committees he has given the best
possible assurance that the business of the
House wiil be intelligently coasidered.—
Philadelphia Times.

Tue composition of the Ways and Means
Committee is a vindieation of the MeKinley
tariff bill from Democrats and by Demo-
crats. The organization of the committees
of Congresa under these circomstances is
more gratilying to Republicans than to Dem-
ocrats.—New York Press.

Tur commitlees announced yesterday by
Speaker Crisp will, we think, meet the ap-
proval of the country. They are, on the
whole, composed with judgment as well as
independence, I they work well and turn
ont no mischievoos legisiation, who will
ecomplain of them?—New York Sun.

Tae House committees ns made up by Mr.
Crisp will be on the whole fairly satisfactory
to the Demooratic party in and out of Con-
gress.  Thoy are reasonably representative;
they arestrong and well egquipped for the
work to be done and will approach the
problemsof the session in & saiely couserva-
tive spirit.— New York World.

Sreaxen Cnise bail a bad job on his hands,
and has chosen to get thromgh with Itas
qulokiy as possible. Of the result it may
peruaps be truthfully said that it is no
worse than was expected. Of conrse, there
fs walling and gnashing of teeth among
the Mills forces—that was inevitable.— New
York Tribune.

Ox the jJndgment or fairness of the
Bnenker in the distribution of the honors in-
volved in the appuintments to committees,
our readers ean torm thelr own opinion on
the careful unaly=is of the facts given in our
Waushington dispatches. They will hardly
regard his course as sirengthening the
party whera it most nesds h, and
where strength would be most useful to it.
—New York Tones

Tincoin Still Bolds OfMice,
St. Louts Globe-Democrat.]

It is again reported from London that
Minister Lincoln is soon to resign. This is
his customary way of reminding the world
that he ssill holds the ofMice.

Wlw.m

Bostod Herald. :
The Peary expedition fs a prononnced
success. Ita appeal for a rolief purty has

alurmed him, and he wns ready for the worst
when a summons reached him at 7 o'clock
Inst night to come upon the staze, where all
the employes were gutherad. Harry Schwab
as the ringleader broke the news to Mr. Me-
Cullongh, it was not so bad after all, viz:
that his subordinates in the thea'er wished
to give him a gold watch as a
token of theiresteem. Mr. Schwabexplained
the plotting humorously and handed over
the watol, which ts a very handsome one,
and & chain of gold and platinum, to Mr.
MoCullongh, who had only words snongh to
say “Thank you" wery heartlly. Hesides
the Duquesne employes a numher of naws-
papst men, with whom Mr. MeCallough is
deservedly most popular, were present
After the show Mannver ‘lle{:ullml“n gave
the men a dinner at Willlam Jucobs'.

S1NCE Miss Newport, Mrs. A E W.
Painter's smest, praised the art of the Pitts-
burg florist in arranging violets, the ex-
tremely expensive little beauty has rushed
into favor. Bunches containing 950 violets
were sold yestarday ot €6 or, 15 into 80, at 4
cents apiece. But the violets were exquisite;
in size pushing a small carnation very
closely, Fashionable voung women were
the ents of huge boqnets of them yes-
terday, which, by the way, look no longer
like the snowballs in their a ment,
The florist who knows his business displays
ns much versatility in his manner of -
ing violets as if it were 50 va of flowers
he had to harmonize.

THE novel arrangement of the rooms on
the second floor of George W. Dilworth's
hiruse, the old Chambers residénce, allows
them to be turned into one on the occasion
ofany large function. This was done at the
wedding reception recently aftor the church
ceremaony which transformed Miss Dilworth
into Ars.Childs, There werenoarchways nor
folding doors to mar the view or break the
continuity, and the presentment scene was
mignificent enongh to embarrass the pen of
him who would attempt to depiet ic.

_AFTER a eustom of hers, Miss Elizabeth
Tindle commissioned Gernert's Orchestra to
spend the entire afternoon yesterday in the
various wards of the West Penn Hospital,
playing for the patients, Mise Tindle's
thoughtfulness as expressed in this particu-
Inriy pleasing way, has given hera pleas
ant place in the memories of many, who,
otherwise won!d find the hospital a dall
p!;g:e in :.I:llg ht{!la?ny time. ’l‘iwlm i% no one
w VA % more a7 xpeeud
there than Miss Tindle’s :i:rs w o-ee depar-
ture brinzs more regret, as the youne lady
basas many friends in the institution us
there are patients,

Social Chatter.

Tre Misses Mary and Madelnine Laughlin,
wlio gave n party on Wednesday night with
their mother, Mrs. Alex Laughlin, Jr, for
cicernne, had as guests Miss Printer,
Miss Rosalind Smith, Miss Rebecea Darling-
ton, Misa Anna Scnife, Miza Bessie Wabat

—In 12 vears the city of Poris has ex
pended 000 on statues and $85,000 on or
namental fountans.

—The ship caval from Paris to Rouen i
to be about 114 miles in length and 23 fess
in depth, and the estimated cost is $50,000,000

—The Spanizch children hide their shoe
or siippers in the bushes on Christmas Eve
and find them filled with fruit and suga
plums on Christmas morning.

—The Esquimaux are a docile and bright
people. They are extremely dirty, simply
becanss it {5 so coid in thair country shat
washing is very uncomfortable.

—First auality second growth whits ash
for carriages is o scarce that she probabil
gﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁh‘ﬁ' ydursun: will ba Ill‘ed
which ash isp:w 1:5‘&:1. T

—In Holland the children hang up their
woolen stockings by the tiled chimney-pieos,

Iy to bed quite sure that
good St. Nicholas will
they do not d?nur‘l; hlmvg‘h;mﬂ:h

—The largest siphon, probahly, 1s on
levee betwesn McKinney lnke and the
sissippi river. The main pine ia two feet i
dinweter and 216 fees in fength, an
:‘y capacity of 26,000,000

—The sacred nuts of Japan are so call
becnuse they are used in eartain formsof
worship where théy are on the alrar
and burned with a hot blnish lame. The
fumes are supposed to be acceptabls to the

-

—A curious phenomenon is the rapid de-
crease of the women's vota in Boston. Only
three years ago 20,252 womsen registered, and
all but about M of them voted. Last year
only 7,825 voted and next year it s estimated
that the noumbler will be reduced to 6,000,

—In Belgium the children fill their shoes
with beans and carrots on Christmas Eve,
and set them in the chimney place for the
good Saint's horse. In the morning they ex-
pect to find them fllled with sweetments
and fruit in return for their good bpehnvior.

—Allowing an average weight of four
pounds to the brain, deducting one-fourth
for blood and veasels, and another fourth
for external in ent, it may be said that
each grain of hrain substance eontains not
less than 205,542 traces or impressions of
ideas,

—The majority of the Seottish Gipsies
have spread overa vast tract of country.
Here they have graaually become lost tc
view as a distinetive race. In Earope they
are found in the greatest number to-day in
Hungary and Wallaehis, whers there are
500,000,

—In selecting strong timber weight has
very little consideration. Only & man with
experience can call the good from the bad
timber with almost an infallible judgment,
and probably without the ability to tell why
he makes his selection. Color little to
do with it, weight something, timber sense
more.

—Bohemian childrea lisien anxiously on
Christmas Eve for the chariot and white
horses of the “Christ-child” as he comes

Miss Margnerite Singer. Miss Mary E. Brnwn:
Miss Pacti and Miss Leiln Rogers, Mr. Ken-
neth Painter, Mr. Alexander Chambers,
Alex Laughlin and Alex Byers,

AT Miss Arbuthnot's breakfast the other
day, for Mrs. Otis H. Childs, music was in-
troduced, makine it the first time in Pitts-
barz that an orchestra played ata funotion,
which did not inelude a formal recention.
The breakfnst was in courses, ita di=enssion
occupying more than two hoursa, and during
the entire time a string band discoursed the
most delightfal masic.

Taeme Isno private house in Pittsburg
where guests ean De accommodated with
such facilities for dancing as that over
which Mrza A.E. W. Painter relgns as mis-
tress. The entire lower floor almost can be
turned into one large apartment, the dimen-
sions of whieh are great enongh to tax the
ambitious energy of the debutante after sev-
eral tarns,

TuE entire honse will be thrown open this
evening nt the Pittsbnryg Clab, when it will
be seen for the first time in its renovated
condition. The BEhodes ball will heall the
more memorabla on this account. It wonid
have been a charming u;upnnunhz;for some
debntante to have Immortalized herself by
making her debnt on suchan evential nighe.

the sight of a small messenger boy, with s
big packnxe, listening to & youne man ns he
gives minnte directionz for the finding of
hi= best girl’s honse. The district messen~ar
office wns so crowded Iast night that one
coaldn’t send a word in edgeways, to say
nothing of one’s self going in edgeways,

Tae nuptials of Miss Catherine Clark,
eldest danghter of Dr. H. H. Clark and sister
of Dr. A.C, Clark, of the West Penn Hospital,
and Mr, Charles W. Wrirht, were celebrated
in St. Lnke's Episcopal Chureh, Inst nicht at
5o0'clock. Mr. and Mra, Wright laft for the
South arter the ceremony and will remain
there for some time.

Me Parr Brover (Max O'Rell) haseon-
sented to make o fareweil wisit to Pittsburg,
which will be all the more noteworthy since
he comes in the interest of the French mis-
sion established in Pittsburg by hi= fellow
countrrman, Henri Rollin Parker. His sub-

rct will be “America ss Seen Through
ch Glasses.”

ot A
com ol ow voung s T
First tenors. Messrs. High Purkfnﬂm‘:nd
Evins; secomd renors, Mesars, Calvert, G. H.
MeGraw and Sapn; first bass, Messrs, Wil-
son, Calvert, Riddle and Dorrington; sacond
bhass, Messrs. Redinger, Cunningbam and
Hoerr.

Tar Western University is to have an
alnumn{ association, which will be formed at
a dinner viven in a short time atthe Duo-
quesne Claob by the clnss of '88, A general
invitntion will be extended to preceding and
following classes to be present at the
dinner.

ItTsapuzzieton t many people wh:
three ls‘r’gamrka; nskats are allowed t.z
ride ont—and sit, too—in a street car to
Enst Liberty, while a small child must
stand and pay 5 cents for the privilege of
doing so.

Mg Avter TisprLE receives her small

friends this evening, when she will be as
gisted in her mureeable task as hostess by
Mizs Alice Haworth sund her cousin, Miss
Elizabeth De Puy, of Philadelphia.
Tue Misses Rogers, gmnddaughters of
Mre. Alex Chambers, were h ata
fan dress ball last night at which the
fashionable “youngsters” of the two cities
ware largely representod.

Axoxe the Christmns entertainers {s Mra.
C. B. McLean, of Winebiddle avenue, who
hns issued informal invitations for a dinner
to-dny.

M AXD Mes. C. A, N1coLA give a dinher at
the Dnquesne Club to-day at 3 o'clock to &
number of lndies and gentlemen.

Mus. Fnaxk SzwurLe, of Sewickiey, gives a
grt)' on AMonday evening for her daughter,

ies Annie Semple. .

Mz, axp Mes. C. C. Arevssvne, of Oak-
mont, will give a dinner this evening for 18
friends,

To-s1ony Mrs. Joshua Rhodes and the
T(I:t!fnsesl Rhodes give a pall at the Pittsburg

ub.

Tazr invitations have been issued for Miss
Julin Watson's ball on New Year's eve.

Mprs. Cmnigrorder L. MacEE entertains
some (riends to day to Chrisimas dinner.

Mp axpMps. H 8. A. STEWART entartain
friends this evening at dinner,

Tee Alhambra dances to-night at the Mo-
nongahela House.

FORTY NEW LOCOMOTIVES,

They Will Be Bullt Immediately for the
Baltimore and Ohlo.
Barmwone, Dec. 24—By the 1st of Januo-
ary the Baitimore and Ohio Railroad Com-
pony will give out contracts for the con-
struction of a number of new locomotives,
inelnding pussenger, freaight and switch
engines. The contract will be for not loss

erfnl nnd modern rype, havin
avery rovement now known in the con-
struction of

tinnous years, while others
buve only been in use six months.

eugine that Inr service
wis built in . Mr. Hazelhurst says the
company will exhibit some of its old engines
&t tha World's Fair, and he already ar-
ranged to have the original engineer who
AN the old @ a in 1835 on bourd. The en-
gineer Is Joseph York, now living in Mead-

The Contest Will Bo Interesting.
Chicago Inter Ocean.)
Conzressman Dalzail {3 the favorite of the
anti-Quay Republicans for successor to
Quay 1a the Senate.

A osT interesting shedtacle these days is

ﬂ{{ng through the air with his kri fal!
of pr ts; but the Italian ehildren go
gravealy with their parents to churches and
cathedrals to see the Bambino or saint whe
presents them with their Christmas gifts.

—Of all coinedmoney the Maria Theress
dollar has by far the largest elrenlation ir
Africa. Its territory extends from Fezir
Morocoo down to that London of the Soudan
the great trade emporium. Kano, and thas

mprises more than one-third of the whole

{A about 4C00000 square miles, witp
n ulation of 70,000,000, bus even in thi:
eoin there are differences.

—-It is computed by leading physiologists
that, since one-third of a second suffices «
produce an impres<ion upon the bmin, ¢
muan of 100 years of ace must have collectec
on or in his brain matter 5 467,380,000 impres
slons. Or, again, e off one-third of th
time for sleep, and we =till find §311,50,000
This would give 3, 155,760,000 separats walking
lm;mion.l on the mun who lives to the agt
of 00 years.

—In sucl repute was amber in Rome ic
the time of the historian Fliny thathe re
marks sarcastically: “The price of a smal
figure fn it, however diminutive, exceed:
thnt of a Iving, rllshy slave'' Heob
servesniso: “True ft is thata o of am
ber beads worn about the necks of youns
infants is a singular preservative agains

ol charm fo

secre: p an R0
witchorult and sorceries.”

—The divoree contagion has reached Kaf
firland. Notlong ago & chief invoked the
assistance of the law to enable him to dis
pensa with a wife on the following groond
of complaints: “Wife talk too much witl
neighbors: too much paint face and eye
brows: too much snore tn sleep: too muc!
o0ss, and too much no good.” And yet tiu
Eaftir cannot acquires the graces of clviilza

—Games of chance were prohibited by
Mohammed, and in the Koran were piacec
as sins in the same category ns wine drink
ing. Herodotus tells us that the Egyptian
were dicers, but whether thev were gam
biers is not stated, Their favorite game wa
one played witn drauzhtsmen, and there i

evidence to belteve that this is, if no
the most ancient game, a4t least one of the
most anclent.

—Algol, the variable star in Pereus, has
long been & mystery. Its light remains eon
stant for two and a- half days. It then be
gins to fade, and in less than four hour
diminishes to an {osigniflcant star, remaln
ing thus for about 20 minutes, when It re
gains its former brilllancy. It has lom
been suapected that ndark body revolve:
about Algol, and which, coming between u
tj;('i“m:.sm, intercepted more or less of it

—The United States uses 2,400,000,000
cigarertes per year, or about 63 for each o
the adult population, or 100 for each male
Russia consumes 2,503,000,000; Anstria, 1,960
mm‘ Fm;;h {-mkam consume IW,UID

nes’ worth of cigareties eve A ]
one term of 55 days no lawa:rtmruw
cizurettes of & certaln brand were sold b:
one tobacconist in Cambridge, while th
total number smoked there in the academ
cal year of 184 days ia estimated at 3,340,000,

—Of other metals which are used i
coinage in eivilized lands copper is nsed ¢
quite an extent in Afrifn. The wannibal
istic Niam-Niam especially like the Englisl
bar copper of one-inch diameter. Expedi
tions to the terrvitory of the Niam-Niam
th fore, ve ly been foreed &
include several coppersmiths, and thes
men, as soon as the Ninm-Niam land {
mloilul. applied themselves to transform

the bars of into rings ot size
- from mmp:fbrmiuugtus of
tiny finger-ring. And so grest is the loveo
the "P‘;'E."’“’ 11’01- these InnhlaT mn: a:l«
one o small copper finger-rings (valu
less than a cant) would purchase s fa
chicken of them.

. PICKINGS FROM PUCEK.

Johnny Boy—Mama, is the Queen of Eng
land 1,90 years old?
Mrs. Boy—UOf course not, Johaay.
Johnny Boy—But I saw in the paper somethin
about **Vietoris, B. C.*"
*Twas the night after Christmas,
And all through the house
Nota creature was sleeping—
Not even a motse.
Mines-ple, cherse and coffes
Had gotin s lek,
And at4in the morning
Were raising Old Nick.
Philanthropist—Take whichever you lik:
—the drum or the whistle,
Small Boy—Which makes the most nolse?

Mrs. Pugh—There was a great deal o
breasdth to Dr. Teck"s sermon this morning.
Pugh—But still it wasn 't as broad as 1t wss loog
The Christmas papers now appear,
The most of them comprising

Katy Didd—It isn’t proper for girls t
cllmb trees, 1s It mama?

Mrs. Didd—Not this season, dear; but you cs
ride yonr safety bloyele.

Officer O'Toole—Let me sell youa ticke
to the grand ball of the Sons of St. Patrick,
Wiiliam: Mann—Any speclat Inducement?
Ofleer O'Tools—Yes; you needn’t attend Iif yo
don*s want to.

A chemieal change to some seemsstrange,




